Court Rules 
Press Must 
Give Sources 

f By Bari^' Je3wel^ I 

Associated Press 


Newsmen, like'the other cit- 
I izens, have an obligation to an- 
swer grand jury subpoenas 
and supply information, in 
criminal investigations, the 
Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 
yesterday. 

The decision, in three cases, 

| flatly rejected the contention 
that the First Amendment 
grants reporters a special im- 
munity to protect them for 
disclosing material they have 
obtained from confidential 
sources. 

Justice Bryon R. White, 
writing for the majority, said: 
“The Constitution does not, as 
it never has, exempt the news- 
men from performing the citi- 
zen’s normal duty of appear- 
ing and furnishing informa- 
tion relevant to the grand 
jury’s task. 

White was backed by Chief 
Justice Warren E. Burger and 
Justices Harry A. Blackmun, 
Lewis F. Powell Jr. and Wil- 
liam H. Rehnquist, the four 
Nixon appointees to the court. 

T\-.f4.-ar e,-...,,-; 

dissent, said the ruling “in- 
vites state and federal authori- 
ties to undermine the historic 
independence of the press by. 
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attempting to annex the jour- 
nalistic profession as an inves- 
tigative arm of goverment.” 
Powell, one of the majority 
justices, disputed this conten- 
tion in a separate opinion. He 
said: “The solicitude repeat- 
edly shown by this court for 
First Amendment freedoms 
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